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2018 ELECTION JUDGES
NEEDED
The City of Little Canada is looking
for election judges for both the
Primary Election on August 14,
2018, and the General Election on
November 6, 2018.
Contact Heidi Heller, Little Canada
City Clerk, at 651-766-4047 or
heidi.heller@littlecanadamn.org
with any questions or to request
an election judge application. The
applications are also available on
our website.

DELAYED TRASH
COLLECTION SERVICE
Just a reminder: Little Canada’s
trash collection service will be
delayed one day during the week
of May 28 due to the Memorial
Day holiday.

APRIL — MAY 2018
www.littlecanadamn.org

2018 State of the City
Now into my fourth year as
Mayor, I’m pleased to report
Little Canada continues to make
progress in a number of important areas. Once again, it is my
honor to serve as your Mayor
and to provide you with a “State
of the City” report.
Before highlighting recent
accomplishments and new
opportunities, I want to commend Council Members Rick
Montour, Mike McGraw, Christian
Torkelson, and Tom Fischer for
their commitment to our community. Little Canada’s elected
officials have continued to work
well together by focusing on
the City’s best interests. While
there is not always unanimous
agreement, their professional
approach enables the City to
get things done versus dealing
with infighting that cripples
many cities today. I also want to
thank City Staff for their dayto-day service to Little Canada.
Our Planning Commission and
Parks & Recreation Commission

also deserve
our thanks
for their dedicated service
to the City.
Last, but not
least, I want
to extend
my heartfelt
appreciation
for the volunMayor John Keis
teers of the
Little Canada
Fire Department, Little Canada
Historical Society, the Canadian
Days Committee, the Little
Canada Recreation Association,
and the Veterans Committee.
Their tireless efforts on behalf
of our community contribute
greatly in making Little Canada a
great place to live and work.
The following summary highlights some of the main issues
and activities we have been
addressing:
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Electronics Recycling Day
The City of Little Canada will once again hold the household
electronics recycling event at The Retrofit Companies, 2960
Yorkton Blvd., Little Canada. Citizens of Little Canada can
bring their electronic waste to Retrofit from Monday, April 23
through Monday, May 7 to get a discount on e-waste. Please
mention that you are from Little Canada in order to get the
special pricing. The Retrofit Companies will be open for collection
Monday through Friday, from 7 AM to 4 PM, and on Saturday,
April 28, from 8 AM to 12 Noon. The drop off area is on the
north side of the building. Anything with a screen regardless of
size will be $15 per item. This includes televisions and computer
monitors. All other electronic components such as keyboards,
stereos, printers, etc. will be collected at no charge. Microwaves
will be collected for $25. No other appliances will be collected.
No business waste will be accepted at this event.
This year, we will also be collecting fluorescent lamps and ballasts. Each lamp will cost $1 regardless of size. Broken lamps
will cost $5. Each ballast will cost $5.
Please visit our website for a map showing the location of The
Retrofit Companies. Contact Bill Dircks at 651-766-4049 or
bill.dircks@littlecanadamn.org with any questions.

What to Do with Spent Batteries
Ramsey County recycled more than 18 tons of batteries last
year, which is equal to the weight of 18 grand pianos! That’s
more than double from ten years ago! Ramsey County
Household Hazarous Waste Collection Sites accept vehicle batteries, rechargeable batteries, and button batteries, including batteries from musical greeting cards and children’s sound books.
Several retail stores also offer battery recycling. Alkaline batteries like AAA, AA, C, and D are safe to dispose of in the trash.
Find more information on battery recycling at RamseyRecyles.
com/AtoZ.
COLLECTION SITES

DAYS & HOURS

Year-round Site
Bay West
5 Empire Dr, St. Paul

April - November
Tues - Fri: 11 AM - 6 PM
Saturday: 9 AM - 4 PM

2018 Mobile Site Schedule

April - Maplewood
May - Arden Hills
June - Roseville
July - Arden Hills
August - St. Paul
September - St. Paul, across
from St. Fair Grounds
October - Maplewood

The Recycling & Disposal Hotline (651-633-EASY) is available
anytime to answer your recycling and disposal questions! Visit
RamseyRecycles.com to test out the web chat feature, too!
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Clear Stream
Containers
Whether you are hosting
a block party, graduation,
family reunion, or other
gathering, make it a GREEN
event!
Consider using
additional recycling
containers to reduce
waste. These
portable containers
collapse for easy
transport and come
with bags that
attach easily to the
assembled frame.
All of this is at NO
CHARGE to Little Canada residents as part of the initiative to
increase recycling efforts made
available for use by Ramsey
County Environmental Health.
To reserve your containers,
please go to our website and
print the Recycling Container
Request Form. Once completed,
please turn your reservation
form into info@ci.little-canada.
mn.us, fax to 651-766-4048, or
drop off in person at city offices.
Residents using the recycling
bins are responsible for the
pickup and return of the collapsible frame to city offices, Monday
through Friday, 8 AM - 4 PM.

Rain Barrel &
Compost Bin Sale
The Recycling Association of MN
is selling rain barrels for $79 and
compost bins for $64 this year.
Ramsey County residents get an
additional $20 off! To receive
the discounted price, order
online at RecycleMinnesota.org
and enter promo code “Ramsey”
or call 651-641-4589 and
mention that you are a Ramsey
County resident. Pick up your
pre-ordered rain barrel and/or
compost bin on Saturday, April
28 in Maplewood. For additional
dates and locations go to
RecycleMinnesota.org.

LCRA News
2018 LCRA Ice
Fishing Contest
Recap
On Saturday, February 3,
the Little Canada Recreation
Association held its 7th Annual
Ice Fishing Contest on Lake
Gervais. There was steady snow
for the entire contest, but over
400 people braved the poor
weather conditions to attend the
event.
All of the money raised at the
contest will be used for youth
activities in the Little Canada
area. Our major sponsors this
year deserve a huge “thank you”
and are all in our Little Canada
area! Joe’s Sporting Goods,
Frattalone Companies, North
Heights Hardware Hank, and
Ryan’s Automotive to name a
few! In 2019, the contest will be
held again on “Super Saturday,”
February 2!

•

Plans to attend a vocational
school, college, or university

•

Extra-curricular activities

•

Volunteer service to the
LCRA and/or surrounding
communities

The scholarship application form
and more information about
this great new opportunity are
available at www.lcraonline.org.

LCRA Kickball
Tournament
The Little Canada Recreation
Association is sponsoring a
Fundraising Kickball Tournament
at Pioneer Park on Saturday,

Winner: Tom Haverkamp, 4.21 pound
Northern Pike

May 19. More information on
this event can be found on the
LCRA’s website at
www.lcraonline.org.

LCRA Scholarship
New this year!! The Little
Canada Recreation Association
is excited and proud to offer
the LCRA Scholarship. This
scholarship is for high school
seniors from Little Canada or
affiliated with the LCRA who will
be attending vocational school,
college, or university in the fall
of their graduating year. The
student will be awarded the
scholarship up to $1,000 based
on:
•

A high school senior on
target to graduate with his/
her class

•

GPA of 2.5 or higher (provide
unofficial transcript)

•

Parent affiliation with the
LCRA (active membership
[2+ years] or sponsor [2+
years]) or Little Canada
resident

Minnesota Law states that unused wells must:
 Have a maintenance permit with a $175 annual fee

- OR  Be SEALED to protect groundwater - the drinking water source for
most of Minnesota. Property owners are liable for contamination from
unsealed wells.

Contact the Ramsey Conservation District for information on
cost-share funds* (<50%) to seal your abandoned well!
*Funds available for Ramsey County wells in priority areas. Applicants must be approved before sealing occurs.
Sponsored by:

651-266-7274
Andrea.Prichard@co.ramsey.mn.us

Or Visit Us Online!

https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/environment/ramsey-conservation-district

https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/environment/ramsey-conservation-district
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Summer Youth Activities
REGISTER ONLINE! www.littlecanadamn.org
ARCHERY LESSONS
Equipment is provided for this fun, co-ed activity.
9-14 year olds • Mon-Thurs • 6/25 - 6/28 • 1-3 PM
Bwana Archery • 3015 Country Dr
$55 residents / $60 non-residents
Registration Deadline: June 1
Please Note: A $5 fee will be added to all late archery
registrations.

FIREARM SAFETY CLASS
There are still a few spots available for the Firearm
Safety course on Monday, April 16 for the classroom
portion and Saturday, April 21 for the Field Day at
Bald Eagle Sportsmen’s Association. Completing the
online Hunter Course is a prerequisite. Registration
deadline is Monday, April 9.

Don’t forget to register for summer Baseball, Softball, T-Ball,
and Pop-Up. Limited spots are available. Register online or call
651-766-4029 with questions.

Adult Activities
DRIVER SAFETY CLASSES
Offered this spring for drivers age 55 and older. Participants are eligible for a 10% automobile
insurance discount by completing these courses. Register online on our website or by calling 651766-4029. Cost is $10. Classes are held at the Little Canada City Center, 515 Little Canada Rd E.
Two sessions offered as follows:
4-hour refresher • Tuesday • 4/10 • 6-10 PM
8-hour course • Monday & Tuesday • 4/23 & 4/24 • 6-10 PM

MARKET PLACE MORNING TALKS
A FREE monthly educational series of interest for seniors is held at the Market Place Bingo Hall, 2900
Rice St, at 9:30 AM on the second Wednesday of each month. Topics of future discussions are:
April 11 • Diabetes | May 9 • Container Gardening

FREE WORKOUT IN THE PARK
The City of Little Canada has teamed up with Anytime Fitness to bring FREE workouts to Pioneer Park
(Centerville Rd side). A trainer from Anytime Fitness will run a different workout each week. They
will be offering two 1-hour classes every Saturday, 10–11 AM or 11–Noon. Pre-registration is not
required—just show up! Water and snacks, as well as equipment, will be provided.
Saturday • 5/5, 5/12, 5/19, 5/26 • 10-11 AM • Pioneer Park, 2950 Centerville Rd
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Arbor Day Celebration
You are invited to attend an Arbor Day celebration at
1 PM on Friday, May 4 at Pioneer Park. The celebration will take place on the Desoto Street side of the park.
The celebration includes a tree planting ceremony and
comments from city representatives. Students from
Saint John School of Little Canada and the Little Canada
Elementary School will provide entertainment. Cookies
and refreshments will be served.

City-wide Garage Sale
The 10th annual City-wide Garage Sale will be held this year on
May 17, 18, and 19. Registration forms will be mailed out with your
utility bill mid-April or you can register via our website after April 15.
Register for FREE! By registering your sale, you will be able to take
advantage of the exclusive benefits from the City promoting your sale
in an abundance of places. Your sale will also be identified on a map
that the City will create of all of the garage sales in Little Canada that
will be available at the Little Canada City Center, local businesses,
and will be available on our website. This map will show all registered sale locations, including your list of featured items to attract
customers. Register by Thursday, May 10 to be included on the map.
The City will be selling garage sale signs for $5. The signs for sale
are the same signs that have been used during previous years.
Purchase as many signs as you’d like! Limited quantities of signs are
available and are on a first come first served basis. To continue to
fostering community pride, participants may also display their own
creative signs. Please be courteous and take down any garage sale
signs posted at the end of your sale.
Please contact the Little Canada City Center with any questions at
651-766-4029 or info@littlecanadamn.org.

MN TWINS
BASEBALL BUS TRIP
We are offering a baseball
bus trip to the MN Twins
game on Tuesday, May
22, at 7:05 PM, vs. Ron
Gardenhire and the Detroit
Tigers. Bus leaves at 6 PM.
Cost: $29
The package includes a
ticket, transportation,
beverage, and door prizes!
Purchase tickets at Little
Canada City Center. Limit
of 4 tickets per request.
All youths under 18 must
be accompanied by an
adult. For more information, call Don Bowman at
651-208-3909.

Canadian Days
The 42nd annual Canadian Days Festival will be held
August 3-5. This year’s theme is “Canadian Days—
Superhero Headquarters.” We are looking forward to
seeing the creative use of the theme in the Kiddie,
Boat, and Grand Parades and revealing the winning
button contest design.
The Grand Parade registration, Classic Car Show
registration, and Retail Vendor Application forms are
available online now at www.canadiandays.org and
more forms will be added as the festival weekend
approaches.

Canadian Days shirts on sale at
Little Canada City Center!

The festival committee is looking for volunteers to
assist with activities during the weekend. Send an
e-mail to info@canadiandays.org if interested. If you are on Facebook, “Like” us on Canadian Days Official
Site to see festival announcements as planning progresses.
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State of the City, cont. from p. 1
City finances continue to be
a key area of emphasis for
the City Council and staff. We
continue to be in excellent
financial condition as evidenced
by our AA+ bond rating and
financial reserves. In 2017, we
received our second consecutive
“Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial
Reporting” by the Government
Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) for our Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report.
In 2017, we decertified Tax
Increment Financing District 3-2.
This has a positive impact on our
2018 levy. While we certified
an increase of 6.95%, the net
effect due to the growth in our
tax base because of the decertification was only 1.78%. That
resulted in the City’s Ramsey
County tax rate rank improving
two spots (8th lowest to 6th
lowest). It is important to note
that the City’s tax levies have
averaged about 3% per year for
the last 15 years.
One other financial item of note
was the payoff of the 2009
Housing Improvement Area
Bonds related to the Canabury
Square renovation project.
The City was able to use funds
on-hand to make the payoff
of $1.2 million. By doing so,
we essentially purchased an
internal investment earning over
5% versus paying that amount
to bond holders. It also now
enables the CSCA owners to
retire their assessments at any
time, without penalty. This was
not possible until this payoff
because the bonds carried a
higher interest rate due to their
“private activity” status and the
City was not able to reinvest
payoff proceeds at a rate high
enough to offset interest costs.
Our 2018 Goal Setting took
place on January 31. Terry
Schwerm, the City Manager of
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Shoreview, facilitated the session. The following goals were
adopted for 2018:
1. Redevelopment - Develop
a plan for the use of the
remaining balances in
TIF Districts 2-1 and 3-2;
Consider exploring proactive
options for targeted redevelopment areas; Review/study
impacts to Little Canada
of buying land and holding
sites for redevelopment
versus buying at the time
of development; Continue
discussions on targeted
redevelopment areas for
inclusion in 2040 Comp Plan.
2. Develop a plan to help create
a Little Canada downtown.
3. Parks – Complete Parks
Master Plan and prioritize
improvements for implementation; Create policy
on easement acquisition for
trails; Replace Spooner Park
playground; Review and
develop plan for increased
parking at Spooner Park
(i.e. northwest corner)
4. Public Safety – Work with
Ramsey County Sheriff’s
Department on critical
incident response process
and understand hiring/
training practices; Develop a
plan to provide information
and context to Little Canada
to keep us informed during
critical incidents; Consider
the creation of emergency
communications plan.
5. Create a Housing Rehab Loan
Program by finding a service
provider to partner with
and take a broader look at
preserving our aging housing
stock/affordable housing.
6. Conduct a Community
Survey.
Action Plans have been prepared

and were reviewed at a workshop meeting held on March 14.
A copy of the goal setting report
will also be available on our
website.
Redevelopment continues
to be a key component of our
economic development efforts.
Hearth Development completed
the 118-unit Cardigan Ridge
senior project and the new retail
development at the corner of
Country Drive and Rice Street
to accommodate Taco Johns and
Subway. Tri-State Bobcat completed renovation of their new
facility on Minnesota Avenue.
Capitol View School, operated
by the 916 School District, will
open their new building this fall.
Lastly, a new taqueria has been
approved for construction at
the former A & W site and Rice
and South Owasso. The exact
date construction will start is
unknown at this time.
Major road improvements
will continue to impact us in the
future. The reconstruction of
the Rice Street bridge and 694
interchange will be bid in late
2018 with construction slated
for 2019. This three roundabout
system should greatly enhance
traffic flow in this area. Planning
is also underway at MnDOT to
add a third lane to Highway 36
between 35W and 35E. Exact
details are still unknown, but
a project appears to be in our
future. Staff is also working
with Ramsey County to address
needed work on Edgerton Street
and County Road D.
Parks & Recreation saw the
hiring of Bryce Shearen in April
of 2017. He replaced long-time
Parks & Recreation Director
Jim Morelan. Bryce and the
Parks & Recreation Commission
have been busy in a number of
areas including creating a new
seasonal dog park at the Demont
rink, re-striping our four tennis

courts to also accommodate
pickleball, adding Movies in the
Park and Cookies with Santa,
and extensive work on the Parks
Master Plan being done as part
of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan
update. Bryce has also been
directing our citizen engagement
efforts by adding social media
connections (Facebook and
Nextdoor) and updating our
website.

Animal Control Services – Impounding
Changes
Hillcrest Animal Hospital discontinued its impound services
arrangement with the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department
at the end of February. Mario Lee, the City’s Animal Control
Officer, worked diligently to find another provider for these
services. The options were very limited, but he was able to
secure an arrangement with the City of St. Paul. The services
provided by the new contract are very similar to the past
arrangement with Hillcrest, but some of the fees charged for
impounded animals have increased.

Other items of interest include
the following:
•

Dedicated second phase of
Veterans Memorial on June
14.

•

Installed solar panels on
the Public Works garage to
generate energy savings.

•

Expanded in-house planning capabilities. Jessica
Jagoe was appointed as our
Associate Planner. This gives
the City more capabilities
in-house on a day-to-day
basis while also increasing
accessibility for the public in
need of planning services.
An additional benefit is those
needing routine planning
services will be able to do so
at a lower cost than in the
past.

•

•

Created an apprentice position in Public Works that
will benefit the employee by
providing on the job training. The City benefits by
lower costs associated with
the position and gains the
opportunity to develop staff
for our own needs.
The City is pursuing funding for pedestrian/bicycle
bridges over I-35E and I-694
to provide better linkages
within our community and to
regional facilities in nearby
areas. These bridges will be
expensive and State assistance is needed to reconnect

Domestic animals will now be brought to the Saint Paul Animal
Control Center, located at 1285 Jessamine Avenue West, Saint
Paul, MN 55108. Shelter hours are Monday through Friday,
from 1-5 PM. The phone number is: 651-266-1100. There
are fees and procedures to follow in order to have your pet
returned. Owners claiming their dogs will need to show paper
proof that their animal is licensed with the City.
All dogs over three months of age are required to be licensed
in Little Canada. The dog license application form is available
on our website under Permits & Licenses. In addition to the
application form, you will also need:
•

Certificate of rabies vaccination.

•

Proof of spaying/neutering, if
applicable.

•

License fee: $20 for two-year
license. (A $5 discount is given
to residents who have spayed or
neutered pets.)

our community that was
divided by the two interstate
projects back in 1970.
•

A new fire truck will be
arriving before the middle
of 2018. It is replacing a
pumper purchased in 1994.
The cost of the truck itself
is $636,786 and is being
funded by our Fire Equipment
Replacement Fund that
is comprised of tax levy
dollars and contributions
from the Little Canada Fire
Department’s charitable
gaming operation.

•

On the environmental front,
the City Council will be

considering a daytime sprinkling ban for the summer
months to minimize water
loss due to evaporation.
Little Canada is a community
with a “small town” feel in the
heart of the metro area. There
is also a strong sense of community pride that contributes
to making Little Canada a great
place to live and work. I have
been honored to serve as your
Mayor the past three years and
on behalf of the Council and
Staff, I want to assure you we
will continue to use our best
efforts to make our community
even stronger.
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Bryce Shearen

Brad Sell

Nick Schwalbach

Welcoming New Fire Fighters
In November of 2017, Bryce Shearen, Brad Sell, and Nick Schwalbach completed their one year of probation with the Little Canada Fire Department. This probation includes 160 hours of firefighter training and
state certification and 40 hours of emergency medical training and state certification. Congratulations and
thank you for your commitment to serving our community!

Fire Fighter Bob
Leibel Retires
Severe Weather Awareness
Week
Severe weather awareness week is April 9 – 13,
2018. For more than 25 years, Minnesota has
conducted Severe Weather Awareness Week in
partnership with the National Weather Service
and local governments.
Two statewide tornado drills will occur on
Thursday, April 12, 2018. The first drill is at
1:45 PM and allows businesses and schools to
practice their emergency plans. The second drill
is at 6:55 PM and will allow families to practice
their plans. The outdoor warning sirens will be
activated for both of these drills.
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On Saturday, April 21, Bob Leibel
will retire from the Little Canada
Fire Department after 35 years of
dedicated service to the community. Bob was Assistant Chief from
2010 to 2015, Captain from 2004
to 2009, Department Secretary
from 1995 to 1999 and 2003, and
Gambling
Manager
from 2003
to 2016.
Thank you
Bob for your
service!
We wish
you well on
your future
endeavors.

Booya 2018
The Little Canada Fire
Department would like to thank
the community for supporting
its annual Booya sale held on
Saturday, February 3.
The Booya preparation is a major
task for the Fire Department
and truly a team effort in
order to make this event such
a success. The preparation
starts weeks before the day it is
ready to be enjoyed. The Fire
Department was very grateful
to again partner with Creative
Catering. Molly and her staff
were gracious enough to help
with prepping the meat and also
assisted in purchasing all the
delicious vegetables that go into
the booya.
This year, they made 194 gallons
of booya! That’s almost 1,500
16 oz. bowls! With sales starting
at 8 AM the Fire Department was
able to sell out of booya despite
the snowy conditions. They sold
the last container around 4:30
PM.
The Fire Department emphasizes
they couldn’t have done it without community support!

ABOUT TEXT-TO-911

• Text-to-911 is now available throughout Minnesota. The service was deployed in December 2017.
• Text-to-911 can be the first contact option for individuals who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing
or those with speech impairments.

• Text-to-911 should only be used when a person can’t safely make a voice call.
Examples:
– When someone must stay quiet to remain safe.
– If peer pressure is strong.

• Text-to-911 is a discreet way to report domestic violence, home invasions, human trafficking,

WaterFest 2018
WaterFest is a free, family
festival celebrating our clean
lakes with fun outdoor activities
and hands-on learning about
local watershed topics. The
event runs Saturday, June 2,
from 11 AM to 4 PM at Phalen
Regional Park in Saint Paul.
This year’s theme is “Follow
the Flow,” a nod to Saint Paul’s
largest connected chain of lakes.
For more information, visit
www.rwmwd.org/get-involved/
waterfest.

and suicidal individuals.

HOW TO TEXT 911

1. Enter the numbers 911 in the “To” field.
2. Text your exact location and type of emergency.
3. Send the message.
4. Promptly answer questions and follow instructions.

TIPS: Use simple words. Do not use abbreviations, emoji’s, pictures or slang (BRB, IDK, THX,
2day and BTW). Do not text and drive!
Texting 911 with a false report is a crime. If you accidentally send a text to 911, send another
text, or call 911 to let the dispatcher know that there is no emergency.

DID YOU KNOW?
Emergency response may be lengthened due to the time it takes for a text to 911 to be typed
and sent. Delivery speed is not guaranteed.
• Dispatchers prefer calls so they can get cues from background noise and voice inflections.

• If you text to 911, dispatchers will ask if they can call you.
• Location is not as accurate with text as it is with a call. Be sure to text your exact address.
• A text or data plan is required to use Text-to-911.
• Texts to 911 will get a bounce back message if you are roaming.
• Texts to 911 have a 160 character limit, can get out of order, or may not be received.
• There is no language translation service for texts to 911.
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New Utility & Refuse Rates
For 2018 utility and refuse billing rates have been revised as follows:
WATER: In order to promote water conservation, the summer water rate received a larger
increase than the winter rate. The summer rate
will increase 2.56%, from $3.51 per 1,000 gallons
to $3.60. The winter rate will increase 1.47%,
from $3.40 to $3.45. The effective increase for
the water rate is 1.73% when accounting for the
summer and winter rate increases. There will be
no change to the $13.50 water service charge.
SANITARY SEWER: The sewer base fee
charge of $15 will remain constant. The usage
charge will increase from $3.80 per 1,000
gallons to $3.90 based on water consumption,
which is a 2.63% increase from 2017.
REFUSE: In 2016, the Organized Collection
Contract for the City was renegotiated for a
new five-year period. While a reduction in
rates took place in 2017, the remaining four
years of the contract averages an increase
of just over 2% per year. Another factor in
play for 2018 involves tipping fees at Ramsey
County’s Recycling & Energy Center. They
have increased from $58 per ton to $65 per
ton (a 12% increase). This has an additional
2% impact on the 30 gallon service, 2.5% on
a 60 gallon service, and 3.5% on a 90 gallon

service. One other rate change for 2018 will
involve the optional yard waste service. That rate
will increase from $54 for the full season’s service
to $56 (3.7%).
These rate changes will appear on the first quarter
utility bill, which will be mailed out by mid-April. If
you have any questions regarding your bill, please
call Lauri Pickett at 651-766-4038 or email her at
lauri.pickett@littlecanadamn.org.

UTILITY RATES

2017

2018

Water Winter Charge

$3.40/1,000

$3.45/1,000

Water Summer Charge

$3.51/1,000

$3.60/1,000

Service Charge

$13.50/qtr

$13.50/qtr

Sewer Minimum

$43.64/qtr

$43.64/qtr

$3.80/1,000

$3.90/1,000

Sewer Use Charge (after min)
REFUSE/RECYCLING/BULKY ITEMS

2017*

2018*

30 gals.

$18.14/mo.

$18.88/mo.

60 gals.

$20.82/mo.

$21.80/mo.

90 gals.

$23.96/mo.

$25.31/mo.

120+ gals.

$26.88/mo.

$28.58/mo.

Yard Waste

$54/season

$56/season

*Refuse rates above include applicable County and State refuse taxes,
plus recycling administrative fee.

Tree Clearing Under Xcel Energy Transmission Lines
A contractor for Xcel Energy has been clearing trees and some brush within the Xcel easements along
Thunder Bay-Westwinds Park in the northeast corner of Little Canada. Xcel has been mandated by the
Federal Government to clear all vegetation under its transmission lines that could be a threat to the lines.
Xcel has decided to clear nearly everything. This was a benefit to the City in that a lot of buckthorn and
other invasive and scrub species were removed, but many other very nice trees on City property as well
as private property were removed.
City staff is working with Xcel
Energy to come up with a planting
plan for the park that will be more
of a prairie feel with pollinators
being incorporated as well. The
intention is to have sustainable
growth that does not need to
be trimmed or cleared by Xcel
Energy every four to eight years.
Natural grasses and pollinators
should grow relatively tall, but
not tall enough to be a threat to
the transmission lines. Further
updates will be provided as a plan
takes shape in the coming months.
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2018 Street Improvements

Spring Reminders

Burke Lane & Condit
Street – Burke Lane from
Condit Street to Nadeau
Road and Condit Street from
Nadeau Road south to Burke
Lane are scheduled to be
fully reconstructed in 2018.
The existing blacktop will be
removed, gate valves and
fire hydrant connections will
be inspected and upgraded,
if necessary, and new storm
sewer pipe will be added
along with rain gardens to
meet infiltration requirements. Concrete curb and
gutter will be installed and
a new bituminous surface
will be paved. The work is
expected to start sometime
after late-May and be completed by October.

to Demont Avenue will be
milled and overlaid in 2018.
Concrete curb that is cracked
or holding water will be
replaced and water main
valves and fire hydrants will
be inspected and repaired/
replaced, if necessary.

STREET SWEEPING —

Lakeshore Avenue, Old
County Road C, & Jackson
Street – Lakeshore Avenue
from Little Canada Road
to Old County Road C,
Old County Road C from
Lakeshore Avenue to Jackson
Street, and Jackson Street
from Old County Road C

For more information on
any of these projects,
please contact Bill Dircks,
Public Works Director, at
651-766-4049 or bill.dircks@
littlecanadamn.org.

Parkview Court – Parkview
Court from Little Canada
to the cul-de-sac will be
milled and overlaid in 2018.
Much of the concrete curb
and gutter has eroded back
from the asphalt so it will
be removed and replaced
with all new concrete curb
and gutter. Water main
valves and hydrants will
be inspected and repaired/
replaced if necessary.

Street sweeping will begin as soon
as the weather is consistently above
freezing and the gutters are clear
of snow and ice. Please refrain
from parking on the streets until
they have been completely swept.
Sweeping sand, leaves, and other
debris from yards onto the street is
not permitted.
ROAD RESTRICTIONS —
Road weight restrictions went into
effect on Monday, March 5. They
can be in effect for a maximum of
eight weeks. The Ramsey County
Sheriff’s Department enforces these
limits. Visit our website for a list
of streets and their corresponding
weight limits.
HYDRANT FLUSHING —
Hydrant flushing will begin in April
and will last approximately two
weeks. During this time, you may
notice discoloration of water, air in
water lines, or a drop in water pressure. The water is safe to drink and
should clear up within a few hours.

Illicit Discharge Detection
& Elimination
An illicit discharge is any discharge to a storm sewer
system that is not entirely composed of storm
water. Storm sewer systems are not designed to
handle anything other than storm water. Anything
dumped down the storm sewer system eventually
drains to lakes and streams and can kill important
plants and animals and negatively impact water
quality. Please take any measures possible to keep
the storm sewer system free of such things as car
wash chemicals, fertilizer, and grass clippings. If
you see any unusual liquids or materials draining
into a storm sewer, please call Little Canada City
Center at 651-766-4029 to report it so that the
Public Works Department can investigate immediately. If it is after hours or on the weekend, please
call the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department at
651-767-0640.
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Adult Pickleball Lessons &
Open Pickleball
We are now offering adult pickleball lessons! This is
perfect for those who are new to the game and want to
learn to play. Pickleball is a fast growing sport! It is a
combination of tennis, ping-pong, and badminton played
on a badminton-size court. Wally Grant, an experienced
pickleball player will be the instructor for the lessons.
Lessons will be Tuesday mornings or Thursday evenings
for those adults interested in learning the game of
pickleball.
Tuesdays • May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 • 9-10 AM or
Thursdays • May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 • 6-7 PM
Spooner Park • 350 Eli Rd
$25 per person • Registration Deadline: April 24
We also have dedicated pickleball-playing times at the
Spooner Park courts. Tuesdays and Thursdays, from
8-10 AM and 6-8 PM. Come out, meet new people, and
play pickleball!
All other times the courts are available for tennis or
pickleball on a first come, first served basis.
Paddles and balls are available on-site in the equipment
box. To get the combination to the lock, players will
need to call the Little Canada City Center and provide
their contact information. There is no charge to use the
equipment.
The Pioneer Park courts are also dual-purpose, striped
courts for both tennis and pickleball.
Register for pickleball lessons online via our website or
call 651-766-4029.
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